MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE
2012 Regular Session
To: Corrections
By: Senator(s) Simmons (13th), Butler (36th)

Senate Bill 2598
(As Sent to Governor)
AN ACT TO CREATE THE JUVENILE DETENTION EFFICIENCY AND
CENTER LICENSING ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 43-21-159,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE JURISDICTION OF
THE YOUTH COURTS WITH RESPECT TO IMPLIED CONSENT LAW
VIOLATIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 43-21-301, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO REQUIRE A YOUTH COURT JUDGE OR HIS DESIGNEE
TO ISSUE AN ORDER BEFORE A CHILD MAY BE TAKEN INTO
CUSTODY; TO AMEND SECTION 43-21-321, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO REQUIRE CERTAIN STANDARDS FOR JUVENILE DETENTION
CENTERS REGARDING DETAINING YOUTH IN LOCKED CELLS; TO
REVISE REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING INSTRUCTION PROGRAMS IN
DETENTION CENTERS; TO ESTABLISH THE JUVENILE DETENTION
AND ALTERNATIVES TASK FORCE AND ITS ADVISORY GROUP; TO
PRESCRIBE THE TASK FORCE MEMBERSHIP AND DUTIES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF
MISSISSIPPI:
SECTION 1.

Section 43-21-159, Mississippi Code of

1972, is amended as follows:
43-21-159.

(1)

When a person appears before a

court other than the youth court, and it is determined
that the person is a child under jurisdiction of the
youth court, such court shall, unless the jurisdiction of
the offense has been transferred to such court as
provided in this chapter, or unless the child has
previously been the subject of a transfer from the youth
court to the circuit court for trial as an adult and was

convicted, immediately dismiss the proceeding without
prejudice and forward all documents pertaining to the
cause to the youth court; and all entries in permanent
records shall be expunged.

The youth court shall have

the power to order and supervise the expunction or the
destruction of such records in accordance with Section
43-21-265.

Upon petition therefor, the youth court shall

expunge the record of any case within its jurisdiction in
which an arrest was made, the person arrested was
released and the case was dismissed or the charges were
dropped or there was no disposition of such case.
In cases where the child is charged with a hunting
or fishing violation or a traffic violation, whether it
be any state or federal law, a violation of the
Mississippi Implied Consent Law, or municipal ordinance
or county resolution, or where the child is charged with
a violation of Section 67-3-70, the appropriate criminal
court shall proceed to dispose of the same in the same
manner as for other adult offenders and it shall not be
necessary to transfer the case to the youth court of the
county.

However, unless the cause has been transferred,

or unless the child has previously been the subject of a
transfer from the youth court to the circuit court for
trial as an adult * * * and was convicted, the youth
court shall have power on its own motion to remove
jurisdiction from any criminal court of any offense
including a hunting or fishing violation, a traffic

violation, a violation of the Mississippi Implied Consent
Law, or a violation of Section 67-3-70, committed by a
child in a matter under the jurisdiction of the youth
court and proceed therewith in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.
(2)

After conviction and sentence of any child by

any other court having original jurisdiction on a
misdemeanor charge, and within the time allowed for an
appeal of such conviction and sentence, the youth court
of the county shall have the full power to stay the
execution of the sentence and to release the child on
good behavior or on other order as the youth court may
see fit to make unless the child has previously been the
subject of a transfer from the youth court to the circuit
court for trial as an adult and was convicted.

When a

child is convicted of a misdemeanor and is committed to,
incarcerated in or imprisoned in a jail or other place of
detention by a criminal court having proper jurisdiction
of such charge, such court shall notify the youth court
judge or the judge's designee of the conviction and
sentence prior to the commencement of such
incarceration.

The youth court shall have the power to

order and supervise the destruction of any records
involving children maintained by the criminal court in
accordance with Section 43-21-265.

However, the youth

court shall have the power to set aside a judgment of any
other court rendered in any matter over which the youth

court has exclusive original jurisdiction, to expunge or
destroy the records thereof in accordance with Section
43-21-265, and to order a refund of fines and costs.
(3)

Nothing in subsection (1) or (2) shall apply to

a youth who has a pending charge or a conviction for any
crime over which circuit court has original jurisdiction.
(4)

In any case wherein the defendant is a child as

defined in this chapter and of which the circuit court
has original jurisdiction, the circuit judge, upon a
finding that it would be in the best interest of such
child and in the interest of justice, may at any stage of
the proceedings prior to the attachment of jeopardy
transfer such proceedings to the youth court for further
proceedings unless the child has previously been the
subject of a transfer from the youth court to the circuit
court for trial as an adult and was convicted or has
previously been convicted of a crime which was in
original circuit court jurisdiction, and the youth court
shall, upon acquiring jurisdiction, proceed as provided
in this chapter for the adjudication and disposition of
delinquent child proceeding proceedings.

If the case is

not transferred to the youth court and the youth is
convicted of a crime by any circuit court, the trial
judge shall sentence the youth as though such youth was
an adult.

The circuit court shall not have the authority

to commit such child to the custody of the Department of

Youth Services for placement in a state-supported
training school.
(5)

In no event shall a court sentence an offender

over the age of eighteen (18) to the custody of the
Division of Youth Services for placement in a statesupported training school.
(6)

When a child's driver's license is suspended by

the youth court for any reason, the clerk of the youth
court shall report the suspension, without a court order
under Section 43-21-261, to the Commissioner of Public
Safety in the same manner as such suspensions are
reported in cases involving adults.
(7)

No offense involving the use or possession of a

firearm by a child who has reached his fifteenth birthday
and which, if committed by an adult would be a felony,
shall be transferred to the youth court.
SECTION 2.

Section 43-21-301, Mississippi Code of

1972, is amended as follows:
43-21-301.

(1)

No court other than the youth court

shall issue an arrest warrant or custody order for a
child in a matter in which the youth court has exclusive
original jurisdiction but shall refer the matter to the
youth court.
(2)

Except as otherwise provided, no child in a

matter in which the youth court has exclusive original
jurisdiction shall be taken into custody by a law
enforcement officer, the Department of Human Services, or

any other person unless the judge or his designee has
issued a custody order to take the child into custody.
(3)

The judge or his designee may * * * require a

law enforcement officer, the Department of Human
Services, or any suitable person to take a child into
custody for a period not longer than forty-eight (48)
hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and statutory state
holidays.
(a)

Custody orders under this subsection may

be issued if it appears that there is probable cause to
believe that:
(i)

The child is within the jurisdiction

of the court; * * *
(ii)

Custody is necessary * * * because

of any of the following reasons:

the child is

endangered, any person would be endangered by the
child, * * * to ensure the child's attendance in court at
such time as required,or * * * a parent, guardian or
custodian is not available to provide for the care and
supervision of the child; and
(iii)

There is no reasonable alternative

to custody.
(b)
be written.

Custody orders under this subsection shall

In emergency cases, a judge or his designee

may issue an oral custody order, but the order shall be
reduced to writing within forty-eight (48) hours of its
issuance.

(c)

Each youth court judge shall develop and

make available to law enforcement a list of designees who
are available after hours, on weekends and on holidays.
(4)

The judge or his designee may order, orally or

in writing, the immediate release of any child in the
custody of any person or agency.

Except as otherwise

provided in subsection (3) of this section, custody
orders as provided by this chapter and authorizations of
temporary custody may be written or oral, but, if oral,
reduced to writing as soon as practicable.

The written

order shall:
(a)

Specify the name and address of the child,

or, if unknown, designate him or her by any name or
description by which he or she can be identified with
reasonable certainty;
(b)

Specify the age of the child, or, if

unknown, that he or she is believed to be of an age
subject to the jurisdiction of the youth court;
(c)

Except in cases where the child is alleged

to be a delinquent child or a child in need of
supervision, state that the effect of the continuation of
the child's residing within his or her own home would be
contrary to the welfare of the child, that the placement
of the child in foster care is in the best interests of
the child, and unless the reasonable efforts requirement
is bypassed under Section 43-21-603(7)(c), also state
that (i) reasonable efforts have been made to maintain

the child within his or her own home, but that the
circumstances warrant his removal and there is no
reasonable alternative to custody; or (ii) the
circumstances are of such an emergency nature that no
reasonable efforts have been made to maintain the child
within his own home, and that there is no reasonable
alternative to custody.

If the court makes a finding in

accordance with (ii) of this paragraph, the court shall
order that reasonable efforts be made towards the
reunification of the child with his or her family;
(d)

State that the child shall be brought

immediately before the youth court or be taken to a place
designated by the order to be held pending review of the
order;
(e)

State the date issued and the youth court

by which the order is issued; and
(f)

Be signed by the judge or his designee

with the title of his office.
(5)

The taking of a child into custody shall not be

considered an arrest except for evidentiary purposes.
(6)

(a)

No child who has been accused or

adjudicated of any offense that would not be a crime if
committed by an adult shall be placed in an adult jail or
lockup.

An accused status offender shall not be held in

secure detention longer than twenty-four (24) hours prior
to and twenty-four (24) hours after an initial court
appearance, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and statutory

state holidays, except under the following
circumstances:

a status offender

may be held in secure

detention for violating a valid court order pursuant to
the criteria as established by the federal Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 2002, and any
subsequent amendments thereto, and out-of-state runaways
may be detained pending return to their home state.
(b)

No accused or adjudicated juvenile

offender, except for an accused or adjudicated juvenile
offender in cases where jurisdiction is waived to the
adult criminal court, shall be detained or placed into
custody of any adult jail or lockup for a period in
excess of six (6) hours.
(c)

If any county violates the provisions of

paragraph (a) or (b) of this subsection, the state agency
authorized to allocate federal funds received pursuant to
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of
1974, 88 Stat. 2750 (codified in scattered Sections of 5,
18, 42 USCS), shall withhold the county's share of such
funds.
(d)

Any county that does not have a facility

in which to detain its juvenile offenders in compliance
with the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
subsection may enter into a contractual agreement to
detain or place into custody the juvenile offenders of
that county with any county or municipality that does
have such a facility, or with the State of Mississippi,

or with any private entity that maintains a juvenile
correctional facility * * *.
(e)

Notwithstanding the provisions of

paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) of this subsection, all
counties shall be allowed a one-year grace period from
March 27, 1993, to comply with the provisions of this
subsection.
SECTION 3.

Section 43-21-321, Mississippi Code of

1972, is amended as follows:
43-21-321.

(1)

All juveniles shall undergo a

health screening within one (1) hour of admission to any
juvenile detention center, or as soon thereafter as
reasonably possible.

Information obtained during the

screening shall include, but shall not be limited to, the
juvenile's:

(2)

(a)

Mental health;

(b)

Suicide risk;

(c)

Alcohol and other drug use and abuse;

(d)

Physical health;

(e)

Aggressive behavior;

(f)

Family relations;

(g)

Peer relations;

(h)

Social skills;

(i)

Educational status; and

(j)

Vocational status.

If the screening instrument indicates that a

juvenile is in need of emergency medical care or mental

health intervention services, the detention staff shall
refer those juveniles to the proper health care facility
or community mental health service provider for further
evaluation, as soon as reasonably possible.

If the

screening instrument, such as the Massachusetts Youth
Screening Instrument version 2 (MAYSI-2) or other
comparable mental health screening instrument indicates
that the juvenile is in need of emergency medical care or
mental health intervention services, the detention staff
shall refer the juvenile to the proper health care
facility or community mental health service provider for
further evaluation, recommendation and referral for
treatment, if necessary * * *.
(3)

All juveniles shall receive a thorough

orientation to the center's procedures, rules, programs
and services.

The intake process shall operate twenty-

four (24) hours per day.
(4)

The directors of all of the juvenile detention

centers shall amend or develop written procedures for
admission of juveniles who are new to the system.

These

shall include, but are not limited to, the following:
(a)

Determine that the juvenile is legally

committed to the facility;
(b)

Make a complete search of the juvenile and

his possessions;
(c)

Dispose of personal property;

(d)

Require shower and hair care, if

(e)

Issue clean, laundered clothing, as

(f)

Issue personal hygiene articles;

(g)

Perform medical, dental and mental health

(h)

Assign a housing unit for the juvenile;

(i)

Record basic personal data and information

necessary;

needed;

screening;

to be used for mail and visiting lists;
(j)

Assist juveniles in notifying their

families of their admission and procedures for mail and
visiting;
(k)

Assign a registered number to the

juvenile; and
(l)

Provide written orientation materials to

the juvenile.
(5)

If a student's detention will cause him or her

to miss one or more days of school during the academic
school year, the detention center staff shall notify
school district officials where the detainee last
attended school by the first school day following the
student's placement in the facility.

Detention center

staff shall not disclose youth court records to the
school district, except as provided by Section 43-21-261.
(6)

All juvenile detention centers shall adhere to

the following minimum standards:

(a)

Each center shall have a manual that

states the policies and procedures for operating and
maintaining the facility, and the manual shall be
reviewed annually and revised as needed;
(b)

Each center shall have a policy that

specifies support for a drug-free workplace for all
employees, and the policy shall, at a minimum, include
the following:
(i)

The prohibition of the use of illegal

drugs;
(ii)

The prohibition of the possession of

any illegal drugs except in the performance of official
duties;
(iii)

The procedure used to ensure

compliance with a drug-free workplace policy;
(iv)

The opportunities available for the

treatment and counseling for drug abuse; and
(v)

The penalties for violation of the

drug-free workplace policy;
(c)

Each center shall have a policy, procedure

and practice that ensures that personnel files and
records are current, accurate and confidential;
(d)

Each center shall promote the safety and

protection of juvenile detainees from personal abuse,
corporal punishment, personal injury, disease, property
damage and harassment;

(e)

Each center shall have written policies

that allow for mail and telephone rights for juvenile
detainees, and the policies are to be made available to
all staff and reviewed annually;
(f)

Center food service personnel shall

implement sanitation practices based on State Department
of Health food codes;
(g)

Each center shall provide juveniles with

meals that are nutritionally adequate and properly
prepared, stored and served according to the State
Department of Health food codes;
(h)

Each center shall offer special diet food

plans to juveniles under the following conditions:
(i)

When prescribed by appropriate

medical or dental staff; or
(ii)

As directed or approved by a

registered dietitian or physician; and
(iii)

As a complete meal service and not

as a supplement to or choice between dietary meals and
regular meals;
(i)

Each center shall serve religious diets

when approved and petitioned in writing by a religious
professional on behalf of a juvenile and approved by the
juvenile detention center director;
(j)

Juvenile detention center directors shall

provide a written method of ensuring regular monitoring
of daily housekeeping, pest control and sanitation

practices, and centers shall comply with all federal,
state and local sanitation and health codes;
(k)

Juvenile detention center staff shall

screen detainees for medical, dental and mental health
needs during the intake process.

If the screening

indicates that medical, dental or mental health
assistance is * * *required or necessary, or if the
intake officer deems it necessary, the detainee shall be
provided access to appropriate health care professionals
for evaluation and treatment * * *.

A medical history of

all detainees shall be completed by the intake staff of
the detention center immediately after arrival at the
facility by using a medical history form which shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:
(i)

Any medical, dental and mental health

treatments and medications the juvenile is taking;
(ii)

Any chronic health problems such as

allergies, seizures, diabetes, hearing or sight loss,
hearing conditions or any other health problems; and
(iii)

Documentation of all medications

administered and all health care services rendered;
(l)

Juvenile detention center detainees shall

be provided access to medical care and treatment while in
custody of the facility;
(m)

Each center shall provide reasonable

access by youth services or county counselors for

counseling opportunities.

The youth service or county

counselor shall visit with detainees on a regular basis;
(n)

Juvenile detention center detainees shall

be referred to other counseling services when necessary
including:

mental health services; crisis intervention;

referrals for

treatment of drugs and alcohol and special

offender treatment groups;
(o)

Each center shall have a policy that

restricts the time a youth can be confined to a locked
cell to the following circumstances:
(i)

When a youth is sleeping or sick;

(ii)

When a youth is on punishment;

(iii)

When there is an emergency that

poses a threat to the security of the center;
(iv)

When the youth has voluntarily

requested cell confinement;
(v)

When no less restrictive alternative

exists and the youth is placed in protective custody
because of a threat to his safety;
(p)

Local school districts shall work

collaboratively with juvenile detention center staff to
provide special education services as required by state
and federal law.

Upon the written request of the youth

court judge for the county in which the detention center
is located, a local school district in the county in
which the detention center is located, or a private
provider agreed upon by the youth court judge and

sponsoring school district, shall provide a certified
teacher to provide educational services to
detainees.

The youth court judge shall designate the

school district which shall be defined as the sponsoring
school district.

The local home school district shall be

defined as the school district where the detainee last
attended prior to detention.

Teacher selection shall be

in consultation with the youth court judge.

The

Legislature shall annually appropriate sufficient funds
for the provision of educational services, as provided
under this section, to detainees in detention centers;
(q)

The sponsoring school district, or a

private provider agreed upon by the youth court judge and
sponsoring school district, shall be responsible for
providing the * * * instructional program for
the detainee while in detention.

After forty-eight (48)

hours of detention, * * * excluding legal holidays and
weekends * * *, the detainee shall receive the following
services which may be computer-based:
(i)

Diagnostic assessment of grade-level

mastery of reading and math skills;
(ii)

Individualized instruction and

practice to address any weaknesses identified in the
assessment conducted under subparagraph (i), provided
such detainee is in the center for more than forty-eight
(48) hours; and

(iii)

Character education to improve

behavior;
(r)

No later than the tenth day of

detention, * * * the detainee shall begin an extended
detention education program.

A team consisting of a

certified teacher provided by the local sponsoring school
district or a private provider agreed upon by the youth
court judge and sponsoring school district, the
appropriate official from the local home school district,
and the youth court counselor or representative will
develop an individualized education program for the
detainee, where appropriate as determined by the teacher
of the sponsoring school district, or a private provider
agreed upon by the youth court judge and sponsoring
school district.

The detainee's parent or guardian shall

participate on the team unless excused by the youth court
judge.

Failure of any party to participate shall not

delay implementation of this education program;
(s)

The sponsoring school district, or a

private provider agreed upon by the youth court judge and
sponsoring school district, shall provide the detention
center with an appropriate and adequate computer lab to
serve detainees.

The Legislature shall annually

appropriate sufficient funds to equip and maintain the
computer labs.

The computer lab shall become the

property of the detention centers and the sponsoring
school districts shall maintain and update the labs;

(t)

The Mississippi Department of Education

will collaborate with the appropriate state and local
agencies, juvenile detention centers and local school
districts to ensure the provision of educational services
to every student placed in a juvenile detention
center.

The Mississippi Department of Education has the

authority to develop and promulgate policies and
procedures regarding financial reimbursements to the
sponsoring school district from school districts that
have students of record or compulsory-school-age residing
in said districts placed in a youth detention
center.
to:

Such services may include, but not be limited

assessment and math and reading instruction,

character education and behavioral counseling.

The

Mississippi Department of Education shall work with the
appropriate state and local agencies, juvenile detention
centers and local school districts to annually determine
the proposed costs for educational services to youth
placed in juvenile detention centers and annually request
sufficient funding for such services as necessary;
(u)

Recreational services shall be made

available to juvenile detainees for purpose of physical
exercise;
(v)

Juvenile detention center detainees shall

have the opportunity to participate in the practices of
their religious faith as long as such practices do not

violate facility rules and are approved by the director
of the juvenile detention center;
(w)

Each center shall provide sufficient space

for a visiting room, and the facility shall encourage
juveniles to maintain ties with families through
visitation, and the detainees shall be allowed the
opportunity to visit with the social workers, counselors
and lawyers involved in the juvenile's care;
(x)

Juvenile detention centers shall ensure

that staffs create transition planning for youth leaving
the facilities.

Plans shall include providing the youth

and his or her parents or guardian with copies of the
youth's detention center education and health records,
information regarding the youth's home community,
referrals to mental and counseling services when
appropriate, and providing assistance in making initial
appointments with community service providers; the
transition team will work together to help the detainee
successfully transition back into the home school
district once released from detention.

The transition

team will consist of a certified teacher provided by the
local sponsoring school district, or a private provider
agreed upon by the youth court judge and sponsoring
school district, the appropriate official from the local
home school district, the school attendance officer
assigned to the local home school district, and the youth
court counselor or representative.

The detainee's parent

or guardian shall participate on the team unless excused
by the youth court judge.

Failure of any party to

participate shall not delay implementation of this
education program; and
(y)

The Juvenile Detention Facilities

Monitoring Unit shall monitor the detention facilities
for compliance with these minimum standards, and no child
shall be housed in a detention facility the monitoring
unit determines is substantially out of compliance with
the standards prescribed in this subsection.
(7)

Programs and services shall be initiated for

all juveniles once they have completed the admissions
process.
(8)

Programs and professional services may be

provided by the detention staff, youth court staff or the
staff of the local or state agencies, or those programs
and professional services may be provided through
contractual arrangements with community agencies.
(9)

Persons providing the services required in this

section must be qualified or trained in their respective
fields.
(10)

All directors of juvenile detention centers

shall amend or develop written procedures to fit the
programs and services described in this section.
SECTION 4.

(1)

There is established the Juvenile

Detention and Alternatives Task Force.

The purpose of

the task force is to support the expansion of juvenile

detention alternatives and recommend licensing standards
for juvenile detention facilities throughout the state.
(2)

The task force shall be composed of the

following members who shall be appointed no later than
August 1, 2012:
(a)

The statewide coordinator of the Annie E.

Casey Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative, or his
designee;
(b)

The Director of the Division of Youth

Services of the Mississippi Department of Human Services,
or his designee;
(c)

A representative from the Juvenile

Facilities Monitoring Unit appointed by the Commissioner
of the Mississippi Department of Public Safety;
(d)

Two (2) youth court judges appointed by

the Mississippi Council of Youth Court Judges;
(e)

A representative from the Mississippi

Sheriffs' Association appointed by the President of the
Association;
(f)

Four (4) representatives from counties of

this state that are engaged in the Juvenile Detention
Alternatives Initiative, to be appointed by Mississippi's
statewide coordinator of the Juvenile Detention
Alternatives Initiative;
(g)

A representative from the Department of

Mental Health appointed by the Executive Director of the
Department;

(h)

Six (6) representatives from the

Mississippi Juvenile Detention Directors Association
appointed by the President of the Association;
(i)

Two (2) county supervisors from counties

with juvenile detention centers, appointed by the
President of the Mississippi Association of County
Detention Supervisors;
(j)

Two (2) county administrators from

counties with juvenile detention centers, appointed by
the President of the Mississippi Association of
Supervisors;
(k)

The State Superintendent of Education, or

his designee; and
(l)

Two (2) representatives from state or

local government, one (1) to be appointed by the
Chairperson of the House Youth and Family Affairs
Committee and one (1) to be appointed by the Chairperson
of the Senate Judiciary B Committee.
(3)

The task force shall hold at least three (3)

meetings before issuing its report and shall hold its
first meeting no later than September 1, 2012, on the
call of the statewide coordinator of the Annie E. Casey
Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative, or his
designee.

At its first meeting, the task force shall

elect a chairperson and a vice chairperson from its
membership and shall adopt rules for transacting business
and keeping records.

All meetings of the task force will

be open to the public and shall provide opportunities for
input from representatives of any private or public
entities that are involved with the juvenile justice
system.

Notice of all meetings shall be given as

provided in the Open Meetings Act.
(4)

On or before November 1, 2013, the task force

shall file a report with the Secretary of the Senate and
the Clerk of the House of Representatives that includes
the following:
(a)

A plan for supporting juvenile detention

alternatives;
(b)

A plan for reducing the financial burden

incurred by counties for providing juvenile detention
services, increasing cross-county collaboration, reducing
duplication of services, and maximizing support from
federal, state and private sources;
(c)

Proposed juvenile detention licensing

standards, which may consider national standards and the
minimum standards set forth in Section 43-21-321;
(d)

A recommendation of which state agency

should be authorized to promulgate, adopt and enforce the
proposed licensing standards and any other regulations
for juvenile detention centers;
(e)

Any recommended legislation for

consideration in the 2013 Legislative Session; and

(f)

Any other issues related to juvenile

detention centers or alternatives to juvenile detention
deemed relevant by the task force.
(5)

The task force shall be assigned to the

Division of Youth Services of the Department of Human
Services for administrative purposes only, and the
Division of Youth Services shall designate staff to
assist the task force.
(6)

There is created an advisory group established

for the purpose of providing advice, input and
information to the Juvenile Detention and Alternatives
Task Force.

Advisory group members shall receive notice

of task force meetings and shall, at the request of the
Chairperson of the task force, provide assistance with
research and analysis.

The advisory group shall be

composed of the following members who shall be appointed
no later than September 15, 2012:
(a)

Two (2) representatives from children's

advocacy nonprofit organizations, one (1) to be appointed
by the Chairperson of the House Youth and Family Affairs
Committee and one (1) to be appointed by the Chairperson
of the Senate Judiciary B Committee;
(b)

Two (2) representatives of a victim's

rights organization appointed by the Attorney General;
(c)

Two (2) representatives who are parents or

guardians of a youth involved with the juvenile justice
system, one (1) to be appointed by the Chairperson of the

House Youth and Family Affairs Committee and one (1) to
be appointed by the Chairperson of the Senate Judiciary B
Committee;
(d)

Two (2) youths who have experience with

juvenile detention appointed by the Council of Youth
Court Judges;
(e)

Three (3) members appointed by the

Chairperson of the Juvenile Detention and Alternatives
Task Force;
(f)

Two (2) representatives who are from

Mississippi public universities and have substantial
experience with juvenile justice or criminal justice
administration, to be appointed by the Commissioner of
Higher Education;
(g)

A representative from the Mississippi

Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee appointed by the
Chairperson of the Committee;
(h)

A representative from the Mississippi

Prosecutor's Association;
(i)

A representative from the Mississippi

Public Defender Association; and
(j)

The Chairperson of the House Youth and

Family Affairs Committee and the Chairperson of the
Senate Judiciary B Committee, or their designees.
(7)
2014.

This section shall stand repealed on July 1,

SECTION 5.

This act shall take effect and be in

force from and after July 1, 2012.

